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An Opening Word

I have been questioning my role as an artist in my society; not only 
in my society but in today’s mixed world. Where your story becomes 
mine and mine becomes yours. Where the artist is simply mirroring 
the state of our nation!

I want to amuse you; I want to make you forget your worries, to 
deliver your prowess and poetry! But on this stage would you allow 
me to speak out loud? Will you allow me to move freely as a woman? 
To unite myself with my fabric and with the skin of my drum? Will you 
let yourself drop your barriers and synchronise your heart beat with 
my dance?

Ashtar Muallem

ENHEDUANNA 

Enheduanna is an Akkadian princess, and the first royal nun of her 
era in the temple of the moon god, Nana. Enheduanna who lived 
four thousand years ago wrote poems to praise her beloved Goddess 
Inanna, daughter of Nana. The poems that Enheduanna had written 
were the oldest signed poems found in history. Through her verses 
she raised the importance of her goddess amongst other gods thus 
preserving the high status women enjoyed in her society. She is an 
artist who was able to change the course of history achievements with 
regard to women. Five hundred years after her death the Babylonians 
worshiped Ishtar as the highest goddess.  

Artistic Team

Ashtar Muallem has been involved in arts since a young age. She 
participated in different local dance and theatre productions such as 
Al Fawanees and Circus Behind the Wall. 

After graduation from The National Circus School in France in 
2011, she participated in a number of international productions and 
worked with people like David Bobée, Sevrine Chavrier in France and 
Cirkus Cirkor in Sweden. Ashtar danced in the Belgian-Palestinian 
co-production Badke and created B-Orders, a circus dance piece 
produced by the Palestinian Circus in cooperation with Fadi Zmurrod. 
Today, Enheduanna is her second own creation.  

Simona Abdallah is a Danish/Palestinian percussionist born in 
Germany and is now living in Copenhagen. She plays Arabic percussion, 
and her shows feature a unique fusion of live darbuka and electronic 
dance music. Despite the fact that darbuka is considered a masculine 
instrument, and almost always played by men, Simona is the first 
female musician from an Arab background to break the tradition with 
an internationally acclaimed success.  She has also worked with and 
supported artists like Natacha Atlas, CHEB Khaled, Tamer Hosny, DJ 
Said Murad, Casper Christensen & Frank Hvam, Jenny Wilson, Aura 
Dione, DR Symphony Orchestra and many others.

Iman Aoun  is co-founder and Artistic Director of ASHTAR Theatre 
since its inception in 1991 and awards winner actress who offen 
received recognition  for her achievements from a number of 
countries.  She directed many plays tailored for youth and community 
members as well as for professionals. She wrote and published many 
articles on the subject of theatre in Palestine, and has co-compiled 
two books on theatre training. She is also the initiator, in 2010, of 
“The Gaza Mono-Logues”, a global project to raise the voices of young 
people and advocate for children’s rights in Gaza; initiator of “The 
Syria Monologues” to raise the voices of Syrian refugees in Jordan. 
She is an active member of the Palestinian Performing Arts Network 
(PPAN), ARIADNE Network – a female directors’ network of Theatre 
for Social Change and the Palestinian coordinator of the Global Action 
“One Billion Rising” to stop violence against women. 


